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A MOST SIGNIFICANT REFERENCE DOCUMENT: A LIST OF NAILS AND SPIKES
REQUIRED FOR THE SERVICE OF THE OFFICE OF ORDNANCE. 17 MARCH 1813

Mr. Richard Byrne of the Canadian Conservation Institute in Moncton,
New Brunswick, recently told me that he had seen a copy of a most interesting
document which he thought should be published in the Bulletin. As he went on
to describe the illustrated list of nails and spikes I realized that he was
talking about a document which the Restoration Services Division had used for
reference purposes some years ago. After a short search in the records of the
office's architectural components collection I found the copy which we are now
publishing.

Your Canadian editors feel that this unique document could be of great
value to preservationists in North America and we are grateful to Richard
Byrne for reminding us of its existence and potential value to our membership.

The original document in the Public Archives of Canada (see below for
Susan Buggey's background paper) has a page size of approximately 12 inches by
9 1/4 inches. A1l the nails and spikes are accurately illustrated full size,
and since some of the large spikes are on larger sheets there was a risk that
we would have to resort to reduction to get them in the Bulletin. However, by
turning pages, by using double-page spreads, and by omitting blank edges from
sheets it has been possible for us to reproduce the whole text and illustrations
of the document in its original size. No original written or drawn material
has been omitted. Readers will notice faint notations and comments which have
been added to the document at various times by people who were using it for
working purposes in Halifax. "A good nail" is a frequent example of this type.

Martin E. Weaver
Ottawa, August 1976
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SUPPLYING BUILDING MATERIALS TO THE BRITISH ARMY IN THE
COLONIES: AN ILLUSTRATED DOCUMENT

by Susan Buggey

Founded in 1749 largely to offset the French fortress at Louisbourg,
Halifax was early dependent upon the presence, and consequent expenditures, of
the British army and the Royal Navy for the backbone of her economic 1ife. Her
first half century was dominated by the Seven Years War, the American Revolution
and the Napoleonic Wars, and each period saw large scale military construction
in the town. By 1800 British military building in Halifax had included three
citadels on the hill and numerous blockhouses, batteries and forts at other
positions in the vicinity, as well as barracks, storehouses and magazines.

Such construction was carried out on behalf of the Board of Ordnance by a
locally stationed detachment of the Corps of Royal Engineers. As authorization
and, technically, responsibility for such building rested with the Board of
Ordnance in London, a large correspondence was generated between the Board, the
Inspector General of Fortifications through whom all military construction was
coordinated in London, and the engineering officers stationed in the colonies
who initiated, supervised and maintained the works. Large segments of this
correspondence are still to be found in the Public Record Office, London (War
Office 44 and 55) and the Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa (RG8 C series and
microfilm copies of WO 44 and 55).

By the early years of the 19th century certain policies for obtaining
authorizations in London and supplying building materials to the stations had
gradually been established. At Halifax, specifications, plans and estimates
were forwarded in advance for approval in London, and construction began,
season permitting, as soon as authorization arrived. Thus a large portion of
the building materials were obtained by the Ordnance Storekeeper in Halifax
from local builders and merchants; these included, in 1805-6, lumber, stone,
bricks, lime, paint and oil, ironmongery and sundries.?2

When the storekeepers's accounts were examined in London in 1809, the
Board objected to charges in the Engineer's Office at Halifax for articles
which were usually exported from Great Britain rather than purchased on the
spot, and noted that such purchases were contrary to existing, and oft repeated,
Board orders. The officers at Halifax attempted to justify the local purchases
on grounds that if work did not commence until stores could be obtained from
England, "the Service would suffer much more than the difference of Price in
the Articles purchased." The Board ordered, nevertheless, that the Inspector
General of Fortifications arrange with the Commanding Royal Engineer at
Halifax, as elsewhere, to reduce as far as possible the local purchase of
materials which the Board had directed to be obtained from England.3 There-
after, while timber products, stone, Time and sand were agreed to be purchased
in Halifax, lists of articles recommended to be sent out from England constantly
included ironmongery of various sorts, paint and oils, and glass.4
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A comparison of the 1ists of purchases of local goods in 1805-6 and
1811-12 suggests, however, that wartime circumstances permitted only a Timited
implementation of the Board's order. Although nails and spikes and 0il and
white lead were regularly supplied from ordnance stores in 1811-12, substantial
purchases of sundries continued to be made locally.® Under wartime conditions

the discrepancy between the Board's orders and the practical situation in
Halifax remained.

The document reproduced here constitutes Public Archives of Canada,
Record Group 8, C series, volume 1433. Its preparation may be seen as one
stage in the process of rendering more efficient the supply of building
materials to Royal Engineers stationed in widely separated regions of the
British Empire. Moreover, its transmission to Halifax in 1813 may be
specifically regarded as a further step in the effort to regulate the supply of
building materials on that station. Its present interest lies particularly in
the definition it affords, through its clear illustrations, of items detailed
in the prolific estimates of Royal Engineer departments in the early 19th
century.

The document below is published by permission of the Public Archives of
Canada.

Susan Buggey
Ottawa, August 1976

Footnotes:

1. Harry Piers, The Evolution of the Halifax Fortress 1749-1928 (Halifax,
1947), chaps. 1 and 2.

2. War Office 55/858, ff. 321-64, Abstract of Expenses ... between 1 Oct 1805
and 30 June 1806 ...

3. War Office 55/858, f.431, P.A. Ouvry for the Secty to General Morse,
0ffice of Ordnance, [London], 17 July 1809.

4. War Office 44/80, ff. 28 and 157, List of Articles Recommended to be sent
out from England ... 16 Oct 1811 and for carrying on the services
detailed in the annual estimate for 1811; War Office 55/859, ff. 18-19,
384-96 and 425-7, estimates, 1811.

4. War Office 55/858, ff. 321-64, Abstract of Estimates ... between 1 Oct
1805 and 30 June 1806 ...; War Office 44/81, ff. 81-120, Abstract of
the several Accounts of Expenditure in the Royal Engineer Department
between the 1st Oct 1811 and 30 Sept 1812.
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